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Todd Goldenberg, a vialin, viola and celfio maker at the Boston Vialin Makers Cooperative on Main Street, polishes a

cello which is near completion.

Making music together

Boston Violin Makers Cooperative is a group effort

By Patrick Golden

TRIBUKESTAPF WHITER
WALTHAM - Withiin o 150-font
siresch on Main Street, you cen pick
ugpa 81 cup of eoffec and 3 S20.000

handeraftes celin

Thee Baston Yiolin Midkers Coop-
erative handles the later,

From their secoml-Aoor work-
shog, v artksans eraft and repair

precisiim, Thelr rommune-style
Tousimess is roarly' & undogue s e
stringed instruments they sculpl,

“This prroug & very stable. The
Formation tims is over,” said Mari-
fyn Wallin, founder of the collabars-
tive.

A 20-year veterun of the viokin-
making trade, she taught the craft
vt the: Nurth Bemnet Streed School in
Boston for more than a decade. She

Tosf thee el T semrehy of making
stringed instriments full-teme, bt
it want to end wp like mest
erafters.

“Selosst viokin makers have toowork
alone,” she said. Nod wanting th
s, thre yeirs ago she de-
cirdvsl 1o fivrm n enoperative of viekin
matkers sirmilar to the ones she had
seen n Salt Luke City pod Chicago.
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Violin makers working together

VIOLINS, Froun A1

The vindin, violn and celly makers
i the Main Steeet shog work de-
penddently, bt share wols, ideas amd
support. Each had his or her gwn
business, chents and production
sehediules,

Corstrueting violing the way they
do gt the conperative requires vears
ol study, the right materias and at
leas2 a month. Thiee's o such thing
& an A- instriment.

"My plan for the vear & to make
fiwar,” il Marcn Coppiaedi, whils
[Mlirg vy at the top ol one of his
wioling, By the tine it ks varnkshed,
strumyg and reary for play, Coppiand
wiill Tuve: spent 25100 howrs laboring
over his creation,

The ltulian native arrived as the
Waltham eollabarutive six months
apn. He was trained in bis crafl in
Crormumn, faly, the birthplace of vie-
tin making, Coppiardi said the the
ity of GO0 Teatures ai Jeast 100
violin crafters.

Coppiardi is commissioned fir
aitiest of s work:, Pliyers ask him to
make them an instrument. He's
currenthy working on a vielin for &
teacher in Rochestor, MY, Coppiardi
will rarm $16,500 for his creation,

Mot of the wood he uses is im-
parted from Farope and aged for
five: s 100 yeaars before it is resdy tn
be e it a vialin, viola or cello,
He explained the exiended aging
povcess s pecessary todry oot tres
s and bring the wood o ts proper
playing farm_

The quiadity of the wood also gives
earh viokin or stringed instroment a
upepue soisd, N twe violins sound
exaotly alike, no matter how hard a

erafter tries,

“Our talent is 0 understand e
wnod,” Coppiardi said,

Wit of th instrumeents he erafis
are modeled after ones Bl during
the 1ath and 17th centuries, His
cairreit violin is & replica of one bl
ire 160G by AR Amatl,

Lin andlver room aernes the stadino,

Toakd Goldenherg polished a faded,
nicked-up celln, Bt what appeared
1o b & restoration job was actually
the finishing toaches on a brand
e instrament. The 25-year veter-
an of the trade had purposcly
inarred Uhe cello beerss, he ex-
plakned, that's just how some peaople
like it

“There's a culture that thefieves)
old vinlins sound beter," Gdden-
berg said. Bruised and battered is
better thas brand mew o some,

50, a5 Goldenberg makes his per-
fect calrulations (o construet his
stringed Instrumenis, he bangs
away it them to appear as i they
s bl it 1700 rathes dan 2000,
He calls them “shaded”™ instr-
rrvenes, s Wud are bt o Jook
new are called “stradght”

“Soms makers only shade, Soma
onfy make straight. It's artistic free-
dom,” e said,

Unlike Cogpplardi, Goldenberg
makes his instruments witlout &
predetermined buver. He crafis
them and Jooks for o buyer, o sk
b said ean be difficult considering
the price of & handmade instro-
mEnis,

“There's a market out there, but
there's also o ot of mekers”™ ho
said.

The guing rate for & Todd Golden-

berg cefio s 518,500, He gots
$9,000 fiw his viodins and vinlas, and
produces belween six to 12 mstru-
it 4 year, bpcally spending
about 200 hwrrs om each,

Flee elfein™t go to viokin-making
achool, it lesrned the trade hands-
on afler beginning ms & guitar
maker. He taught at the Bennet
Sehool for two years and has been
o his oawn since 1958,

1 think making) & vielin & in-
[infaely move challengiog than gui-
s i S0 many ways,” hesaid.

For starters, violins hang sround
rmnch lopger than While il's
not uneemmman o an orchestra
rwermsher pliying a 300-year-obd
cello or viola, gubtars are penerally
much newer,

“There's pofody on o conoert

stage with n 1710 guitar,” he sd.

Jeradd Wisense Bews nsade o capeer
of resurrecting mstrurments. Unfor-
tumadely, he Inst several when his
Mooy Street studio brned down in
linst year's fire. But his business, Ar-
tisan Viodins, lives on at Bostom Vio-
lins Mgk

T lost an enormeds amsunt of
a‘tuE.mdahlufJLbdn‘nE?dmm

Ihl'nLu‘IlMugH.uillmMam Strent
stuclio.

For masir msinessmen such s
Weene, there's more W worry about
than fires, Irternet and mail-order
conngaundes; thit offer cheaper prices
for nstriments and accessories
have threatened much of the busi-
mizgs shop owners anee cafled (heir
AT

s unfair to all of us, hut there's
g wee can do aboal it becaase
if's free enierprise,” he said,

Despite: the stiff competition for
besiness, Wisene romaing sy n
his troude of 33 vears.

“Ii's somwedhing you do becase
e Joeis o o i, markied oo o mar-
kierl,"” b saied.

“We have an inceedible varbety of
miaking styles and educational back-
grouinds,” Wllin said.

She's assisted by Jason Homash,
a Penrsylvinia notive whe first
bt i badled guitars, bt learned
the field was toa trugh unless he
ol s o business. Withaoat
the resgurces to start his own com-
peny, b enrolled at the: Rennat
Scdool, wivers b met Wallin.

1 lenesw 5 s00m &S e my first
winlin i sehool U e diing it fora
bomg tirme,” he said,

Wihile: Hownash helps with the
produsction, the nstrimments i
eosidered Wallin's work.

“Marilyn’s hand is the last thing 1o
touch the instromment,” he siid,

She said she can spond 300 hours
on i cello and 150 hours on & viola
aund vinlin, Hevnash's nesstanee
odten helps cut the time in hall.

Soane of her instroments are used
Ty bl - Brurimiies omechisstras, includ-
ing the Brston Symphony Orehes-
trit. She dovsn't sell them diroedy
enstomers, but goes throagh misic
el

With an establshed nome in the
inchsstry, Wallin said the market for
her instruments and those of her
eollabarative remains stromg.

“The price keeps gring up, and
they soill go ou e divar,™ shi aid.




